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How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

UPSC QUESTION Direct Match from our. Ancient History: Static: Test

ﬂ @ Advance Art & Culture (Ancient History)
I UPSC GENERAL STUDIES ® | Answer Explanation
13. Which of the following pairs of ancient and
Q.54 of 100 Marks: 2.0 [n] _ N .
modern names of rivers is/are correctly 8 e Vedie Rivers Present Names
> You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00 . .
matched ") 1. Shutudn Sutlej
: YOURTIME ONAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
. 24s m3s 212 2. Parushni Ravi
1. Vitasta : Chenab = -
- = 3 Asikni Chenab
2. Asikni 3 Jhelum . ing pairs:
. Consider the following pairs: 4 Vitasta Thelum
3. Parushni : Ravi -
S. No. Vedic Rivers Present Names 5. Vipasha Beas
4‘ YaVyaVati . BeaS 1 Vitasta Jhelum 6. Sindhu Indus
Select the answer using the code given below : 2 Vipasha Sutle]
So, pairs 1 and 4 are correctly matched.
3 Parushni Beas
(a) 1land2 arushni e
4. Asikni Chenab
(b) 3and4
How many of the pair/s given above isfare correctly matched?
(¢) 3only
(d) 4 Only A Only one
Only two
% € Only three
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How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

UPSC QUESTION Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Optima:Sectional Test

® Budget Optima Test

I UPSC GENERAL STUDIES ® | Answer Explanation

+ Statement 2: Correct. The index is built upon three broad dimensions: Access (35% weight), Usage (45%
Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index) of the
consistent increase. It rose to 67.0 in March 2025 from 64.2 in March 2024, reflecting deepening financial
P 2 With reference to the Financial Inclusion Index (Fi-Index) in India, consider the following statements:

ension coverage

§8- W}‘llch one of the fO"OWlng COLFGCUY Q.9 of 100 Marks: 2.0 [n] + Statement 1: Incorrect. The Financial Inclusion Index (Fl-Index) is released by the Reserve Bank of India
l'epresents the three key sub-indices Of the (RBI), not the Ministry of Finance
¥  You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00 weight), and Quality (20% weight) _
YOURTIME ON AVG. TIME  OVERALL CORRECT « Statement 3: Incorrect. According to the latest Economic Survey and RBI data, the Fl-Index has shown a
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) ? 3 = foZ penetration.
(a) Credit access, Insurance depth, and
(b) Banking access, GDP contribution, and
FinanCial literacY 3. The Fl-Index has declined from the previous year according to the latest data.

1. It is released annually by the Ministry of Finance

2. The index is composed of three parameters: Access, Usage, and Quality.

(C) ACCGSS, Usage, and Quahty Which of the statements given above isfare correct?

(d)  Access, Affordability, and Transparency
2only

B Tand2only

€ 3only

D 1,2and3
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How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

UPSC QUESTION Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Optima Sectional Test

: ® Prelims Power Play - 19th December 2025

SECTION 1 ® | Answer Explanation

. Whi
* ich c
of the following statements about Q.2 0f10 Marks : 2.0 5 DHRUV64, AJIT and THEJAS64 are indigenous microprocessors developed by Indian institutions such as C-DAC
DHRLIV64 is/are correct ? and IIT-Bombay as part of India’s efforts to build a domestic processor ecosystem, including initiatives like the

3 You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00 Digital India RISC-V programme.
1' It is the th_lrd chlp fabricated under the E> YOURTIME ON AVG.TIME  OVERALL CORRECT Why this question?

0s 18s 84
DIR-V Programme with an overall aim

On December 15, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY) announced the launch of
DHRUV64, an indigenous microprocessor that it said would strengthen the national indji pr pipeli

to enable the creation of microprocessors
for India.

SHAKTI, AJIT, VIKRAM, THEJAS and DHRUVE in news are:

It is India’s ﬁrst hOmegTOWn 1-0 GHZ, Indigenous microprocessor development initiatives in India
64-bit dual-core microprocessor.

B Indigenous defence equipment development programmes

Select the answer using the code given below :

1 Only c

Satellite launch vehicles developed by ISRO

2 only

D Secure digital identity and encryption platforms

Both 1 and 2
Neither 1 nor 2
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UPSC QUESTION

. Which of the following statements about
DHRUV64 is/are correct ?

L It is the third chip fabricated under the

DIR-V Programme with an overall aim
to enable the creation of microprocessors
for India.

It is India’s first homegrown 10 GHz,
64-bit dual-core microprocessor.

Select the answer using the code given below :
(a)

(b)

1 only

2 only
(¢)

(d)

Both 1 and 2
Neither 1 nor 2

https://t.me/asksantoshsir

How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

Direct Match from our Optima Cards

https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn

DHRUV64
Microprocessor

CONTEXT

* On December 15, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MEITY) announced the launch of
DHRUV64, an indigenous microprocessor
that it said would strengthen the national
indigenous processor pipeline.

DHRUV64’S PERFORMANCE

ABOUT

* India’s first homegrown 1.0 GHz, 64-bit
dual-core microprocessor

* Developed by Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (C-DAC)
Supports enhanced multitasking and
improved system performance
Enables seamless integration with diverse
external hardware systems
Fabricated using high-performance chip
technologies
Suitable for 5G infrastructure, automotive,
consumer electronics, industrial
automation, loT
Microprocessors are the brains of modern
electronic devices such as mobiles,
computers, automobiles, medical

* Modest performance compared to high-end
consumer processors in smartphones/laptops

* Lacks multiple cores, higher clock speeds, and
specialised accelerators (like GPUs for ML)
Prioritises reliability, predictability, and
hardware-software integration over raw speed
Relevant for telecom infrastructure, industrial
controllers, routers, automotive electronics
Faces adoption challenges due to global
chipmakers’ dominance and mature
ecosystems

INDIA’S INDIGENOUS PROCESSOR ECOSYSTEM

SHAKTI (IIT-Madras): Strategic & industrial
applications

AJIT (IT-Bombay): Secure & embedded systems
VIKRAM (ISRO-SCL): Space & mission-critical
systems

THEJAS64 (C-DAC, 2025): Advanced 64-bit
processor in development

DIR-V PROGRAMME AND RISC-V ARCHITECTURE

equipment, defence systems and satellites.

KEY FEATURES OF DHRUV6G4

64-bit dual-core processor @ 1.0 GHz
Out-of-order processing

Superscalar execution

Advanced FCBGA package
System-ready integration

GOVERNMENT SCHEMES
¢ Chips to Startup Programme: 250 crore
over 5 years to build talent & startup
capacity
* Design Linked Incentive (DLI) Scheme

Boosts semiconductor & electronics design

* |INUP-i2i Initiative: advanced training
* India Semiconductor Mission: 10 projects

RISC-V: Open, license-free instruction set; defines
basic processor operations (data, arithmetic,
control)

Modular design: Allows customization for
performance, security, and application-specific
needs.

DIR-V Programme: India’s initiative to build a
portfolio of RISC-V-based processors under Digital
India.

THEJAS32: First DIR-V chip; designed in India,
fabricated in Malaysia.

THEJAS64: Second DIR-V chip; fabricated at SCL
Mohali.

DHRUV64: Third DIR-V processor; fabrication
location not disclosed by MEITY.

FUTURE PROCESSOR ROADMAP

+ DHANUSH (C-DAC): 1.2 GHz quad-core, 28 nm
(design stage)

* DHANUSH+ 2 GHz quad-core, 14/16 nm
(advanced design stage)
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How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

Which of the following statements with regard

to genetic medicine is/are correct ?

1.  Genetic medicines correct/compensate
for the faulty genes responsible for
disease.

2.  Engineered viruses and lipid

nanoparticles are used as carriers of the

genetic medicine.

3. Genetic medicines alter the entire DNA

sequence.

Select the answer using the code given below :
(a) 1only

(b) 2and 3 only

(¢) * 1land 2 only

(d 1,2and3

Direct Match from ourDaily:-Prelims.Quiz

® Prelims Power Play - 3rd September 2025

SECTION1

Q.20f10

Consider the following statements regarding genetics:
1. Gene editing can be used to eliminate genetic differences.

2. Casgevy and Lyfgenia are revolutionary gene therapy designed to treat sickle cell anaemia.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A Tonly

B 2only

C Bothland?2

o Neither1nor 2

® | Answer Explanation

Statement 1 is incorrect: Gene editing 1s a tool that can be used to modify specific genes in an organism, but it
cannot elimimnate genetic differences. Every indrvidual has a unique genetic makeup, including variations in their
DNA sequence that are responsible for many of the differences between individuals.

Statement 2 is correct: Casgevy is a revolutionary gene-editing therapy designed to treat sickle cell anaemia It
utilizes the advanced CRISPR-Cas 9 tool for editing genes. It works by editing the patient’s genes to revive fetal
haemoglobin, which is normally switched off after birth. This compensates for the defective haemoglobin in
sickle cells, reducing the disease’s severe symptoms and complications.
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UPSC QUESTION

22. With respect to the Western Hoolock Gibbons,
which of the following statements is/are
correct ?

1. A Sanctuary in North-east India is
home to this ape species listed as
Endangered in the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red
List.

They have specialized brachiation and
can easily swing between trees.

They possess a strong and heavy build
like gorillas, yet are remarkably agile
tree climbers.

Select the answer using the code given below :
(a) 1lonly

(b) 1land2

() 2and3

(d) 3only

https://t.me/asksantoshsir
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Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026, Environment Advance T

® Environment Advance Test 3 (Species & Protected Areas)

UPSC GENERAL STUDIES

Q.3 0of 100 Marks: 2.0

¥ Sorry. Your Answer is Incorrect, you scored -0.67

YOURTIME OMAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
2s 1m 32s 13

Consider the following statements regarding Hoolock Gibbons:
. Hoolock Gibbons are the smallest and fastest of all apes, inhabit tropical and subtropical forests in
Southeast Asia.
. Western Hoolock Gibbon inhabits all the states of the north-east and is considered Endangered under
IUCN status.
. Eastern Hoolock Gibbon inhabits specific pockets of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam in India and is
considered Vulnerable under IUCN status.
. Hoollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary housing India's only gibbons is located in Assam.
How many of the above statements are incorrect?
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

A Only one

e Onlytwo

o Only three

® | Answer Explanation

Statement 1 is correct: Hoolock Gibbons are the smallest and fastest of all apes, inhabit tropical and
subtropical forests in Southeast Asia.

Statement 2 is correct: Western Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock hoolock) inhabits all the states of the north-east,
restricted between the south of the Brahmaputra River and east of the Dibang River. It is considered
Endangered under IUCN status.

Statement 3 is correct: Eastern Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock leuconedys) inhabits specific pockets of Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam in India, and in southern China and north-east Myanmar outside India. It is considered
Vulnerable under IUCN status.

Statement 4 is correct: Hoollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary, formerly known as Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary, is
located in Assam's Jorhat district, India. It boasts a rich biodiversity, housing India's only gibbons, the
western Hoolock hoolock, and the Bengal slow loris, the sole nocturnal primate in Northeastern India.
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UPSC QUESTION

Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Optima Sectional Tes

® IR + Indices Optima Test

. ® | Answer Explanation
30.  Ships from which of the following countries
have to cross the Strait of Hormuz to reach Q.30f100 Marks: 2.0 o Statement llis incarrect: Bab el-Mandeb forms a vital link on the trade route between the Mediterranean and Asia.
out to the Indian Ocean ?

1. Ba_h_rain YOURTIME ONAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
4s 465 66

X You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00

2. Syria
3.  Qatar

4. Egypt
Select the answer using the code given below :

(a) 1and2

Consider the following:
Statement | : The strait of Hormuz is one of the most important arteries for global trade
Statement II: The strait of Hormuz 1S a vital link on the trade route between the Mediterranean and Asia,

Statement lll: The Strait serves as the exit route from the Gulf for approximately one-fourth of the global oil

“ (b) 1 and 3 supply including from major oil-producing nations Saudi Arabia and United Arab Erirates alongside Kuwait,
atar, Iraq and Iran itself.
() 2and3 Qatar I

(d) 3 and 4 Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

Both Statement |l and Statement |l are correct and both of thermn explain Statement
Both Statement Il and Staterment Il are correct but only one of them explains Staterment |
Only one of the Statermnents Il and |1l is correct and that explains Statement |

Neither Staternent Il nor Statement |1l is correct
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HOLLONGAPAR GIBBON SANCTUARY

LOCATION AND BACKGROUND
U PSC Q U EST I O N * Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary is an isolated evergreen forest protected area located in Assam.

« Earlier known as Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary or Hollongapar Reserved Forest.

+ The sanctuary was originally part of a much larger forest that extended up to the foothills of the
Patkai Hills in 1881.
Over time, the forest became fragmented and is now surrounded by tea plantations and smaill
villages.

22. With respect to the Western Hoolock Gibbons, W

which of the following statements is/are

The sanctuary protects the Western Hoolock Gibbon, the only ape species found in India.
correct ? This species is the flagship species of the sanctuary.

2 s ¢ The protected area also hosts the Bengal Slow Loris, the only nocturnal primate found in
1. A Sanctuary in North-east India is Northeastern India.

home to this ape species listed as In total, seven primate species are found here, making it one of the most prlmate dlverse

Endangered in the International Union protected areas in India.

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red POPULATIONS STATUS IN THE SANCTUARY

List. * About125 Western hoolock gibbons live in the sanctuary.

» They are organised into 26 family groups living in the forest canopy.
They have specialized brachiation and HABITAT CHARACTERISTICS

can easily swing between trees. The sanctuary is dominated by evergreen forest vegetation.

The upper canopy is mainly composed of the Hollong tree.

They possess a strong and heavy build The middle canopy is dominated by the Nahar tree.

like gorillas, yet are remarkably agile The lower canopy consists of evergreen shrubs and herbs.

The forest structure provides ideal canopy connectivity needed for
gibbons, which move primarily by swinging through tree branches.

Select the answer using the code given below : CURRENT CONSERVATION CONCERN (IN THE NEWS)

(a) 1only * Arailway line between Mariani and Dibrugarh passes through the sanctuary.

« This railway line forms part of the Lumding-Dibrugarh railway line.

(b) 1 and 2 * The railway track fragments the forest habitat, dividing gibbon groups and affecting their
movement.

(c) 2and 3 The line is currently not electrified, but future infrastructure expansion could increase
(d) 3only ecological disturbance.

MAJOR THREATS

https://t.me/asksantoshsir * Habitat fragmentation caused by infrastructure such as

s 3 railway tracks.
https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn +  Encroachment by human settlements around the forest.
* lllegal logging.
« |solation of the forest due to surrounding tea plantations.

IMPORTANCE FOR CONSERVATION

Only protected habitat in India dedicated to gibbons.

Critical site for conservation of India’s only ape species and multiple primate species.
Demonstrates the importance of maintaining forest canopy connectivity for arboreal
primates.

FOR SANTOSH SI R6S PRELI MS MENTORS ' santosh sir
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How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026 Direct Match from,our LAQSHYA 2026, Environment Advance Tt

UPSC QU ESTION ) Environment Optima Test
|

.22 of 100 Marks: 2.0
With respect to the Western Hoolock Gibbons, Q220 arks: 20

which of the following statements is/are > You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00

correct ? YOURTIME ONAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT

. i g 8s 345 166
1. A Sanctuary in North-east India is
home to this ape species listed as
0One of the following species is the only ape found in India. It is a strictly arboreal primate, moves mainly by brachiation, and its

Endangered in the International Union - o . o o . )
: conservation is culturally supported as it is considered sacred by certain indigenous communities of Northeast India. Which
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red

List.

one of the following species fits this description?
5 5 vt A Lion-tailed Macaque

They have specialized brachiation and -

can easily swing between trees.

They possess a strong and heavy build Western Hoolock Cibbon
like gorillas, yet are remarkably agile

tree climbers. € Phayre's Leaf Monkey

Select the answer using the code given below :
(a) 1 only D Capped Langur
(b) 1land2
(© 2and3 | ®|

d 3 only The Western Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock hoolock) 1s the only ape found in India.
) It 1s strictly arboreal and uses brachiation (arm-swinging) as its primary mode of locomotion
httDS : //t m e/aS ksantos h SIr Found in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Tripura

It is considered sacred by the Digaru and Miju Mishmi communities, which traditionally avoid hunting 1t

https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn Listed as Endangered by the IUCN and protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
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UPSC QUESTION

Ships from which of the following countries
have to cross the Strait of Hormuz to reach
out to the Indian Ocean ?

1. Bahrain
2. Syria
3.  Qatar
4. Egypt
Select the answer using the code given below :
(a) 1land2
#(b) 1and3
(c) 2and3
(d) 3and4

https://t.me/asksantoshsir

How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn

D"]‘e{s'l- NNAatAan_

STRAIT OF HORMUZ

GLOBAL ENERGY SIGNIFICANCE

o The Strait of Hormuz is back in focus after
military exercises by Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps amid regional tensions.

¢ Between Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman
¢ Iran (North) and Oman (South)
e Near United Arab Emirates
e Connects:
o Persian Gulf » Gulf of Oman - Arabian Sea >
Indian Ocean
o Narrowest width: ~33 km

e Shipping lanes: ~3 km each direction

ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

e Saudi Arabia’s East-West Pipeline (to Red Sea)

e UAE pipeline to Fujairah

e Alternatives cannot handle total volume - Strait
remains strategically irreplaceable in short term

¢ Handles ~20% of global petroleum consumption
o ~25% of global seaborne LNG trade passes
through it
Major exporters using this route: Saudi Arabia,
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, UAE
Considered the world’s most critical oil transit
chokepoint

IMPORTANCE FOR INDIA

e Over 40% of India’s crude oil imports pass
through this strait

Disruption may cause:

¢ Spike in global oil prices

e Rise in India’s import bill

* Widening Current Account Deficit (CAD)

¢ Inflationary pressures

Direct impact on India’s energy security &
macroeconomic stability

MARITIME LAW (UNCLOS ANGLE)

e Under United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea:
o Coastal states have sovereignty up to 12
nautical miles (Territorial Sea)
Strait qualifies as an “International Strait”
Ships & aircraft enjoy Right of Transit
Passage
Coastal states cannot legally block

IRAQ
AFGHANISTAN

KUWAIT

PERSIAN Strait of

GULF ‘_/ Hormuz

BAHRAIN— / PAKISTAN

QATAR
GULF OF
OMAN
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UPSC QUESTION

23. Which of the following best explain(s) the
rationale for protecting mangrove ecosystems
in the context of climate resilience ?

1.  Mangroves reduce tidal energy and
store freshwater, making them ideal
sites for paddy cultivation in saline
estuarine belts.

Their  salt-sensitive  roots  filter
seawater, making mangroves key to
converting coastal land into freshwater
aquaculture zones.

By withstanding tidal surges and
offering biomass resources, mangroves
function both as natural bio-shields and
livelihood bases for rural communities.

Select the answer using the code given below :

(a) 1lonly

(b) land2

-(¢c) 2and3

(d) 3only

https://t.me/asksantoshsir
https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn

Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Optima!Full Length Tes

® Optima Full Length Test 2

UPSC GENERAL STUDIES

Q. 410f100 Marks: 2.0

X You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00

YOURTIME ONAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
3s 30s 224

Consider the following ecosystems:
1. Mangroves
2. Peatlands
3. Savannas
4. Salt marshes

How many of the above are considered Nature’s Carbon Vaults?

A Only one
B Only two
€ Only three

All four

® | Answer Explanation

The TN-SHORE project, approved in September 2025, is an ambitious I1,675-crore programme, largely
funded by the World Bank, aimed at strengthening Tamil Nadu’s coastal economy and ecological resilience
A core component of TN-SHORE is the restoration and plantation of 1,000 hectares of mangroves. World
Bank funds will be channelled directly to village mangrove councils, comprising local residents, ensuring
community participation in conservation
Nature’s Carbon Vaults refer to ecosystems that store large amounts of carbon for long periods in their
biomass and soils, thereby helping mitigate climate change
All four ecosystems mentioned are important carbon reservoirs:
+» Mangroves store carbon in both above-ground biomass and deep, waterlogged soils. They are part
of blue carbon ecosystems and sequester carbon at rates much higher than many terrestrial forests.
« Peatlands are among the largest terrestrial carbon stores. Although they cover only about 3% of the
Earth’s land surface, they store nearly 30% of global soil carbon.
» Savannas (tropical grassland ecosystems) store significant carbon primarily in their deep root
systems and soils.
« Salt marshes are coastal wetlands that store substantial amounts of carbon in waterlogged
sediments and are also classified under blue carbon ecosystems
Blue Carbon Ecosystems (Coastal Carbon Vaults)
» Mangroves
» Seagrasses
= Salt marshes
Terrestrial Carbon Vaults
» Forests
+ Peatlands
» Grasslands (including savannas)

FOR SANTOSH SIR0OS 2027 PRELI MS MENTORSHI P
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UPSC QUESTION

23. Which of the following best explain(s) the
rationale for protecting mangrove ecosystems
in the context of climate resilience ?

1.  Mangroves reduce tidal energy and
store freshwater, making them ideal
sites for paddy cultivation in saline
estuarine belts.

Their  salt-sensitive roots filter
seawater, making mangroves key to
converting coastal land into freshwater
aquaculture zones.

By withstanding tidal surges and
offering biomass resources, mangroves
function both as natural bio-shields and
livelihood bases for rural communities.

Select the answer using the code given below :

(a) 1lonly

(b) land2

(¢) 2and3

(d) 3only

https://t.me/asksantoshsir
https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn

Direct Match from our OPTIMA cards

‘ www.optimizeias.com

Call +91 9403892660

%)) MANGROVES

* The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) has successfully achieved induced breeding of

mangrove clam under captive conditions.

* Mangrove clam, commonly known as Kandal Kakka, is a large mud clam species found in estuarine and

mangrove ecosystems

About Mangroves

Mangroves are plant communities in inter-
tidal zones along tropical and subtropical
coasts.
They provide habitat, protect coastlines,
and support biodiversity.
Unique root types:
o Prop roots - Grow downward into water.
o Airroots - Grow vertically from mud.
o Stilt roots - Emerge from the trunk
(adventitious roots).
Types of Mangroves:
o Red Mangroves - Hardiest, grow along
coastlines.
o Black Mangroves - Dark bark, grow at
slightly higher elevations.
o White Mangroves - Highest elevation,
sometimes develop peg roots.
Mangroves are natural bio-shields that
protect coastal regions from the devastating
impacts of cyclones and storm surges

Mangrove Cover in India

* India has 3% of South Asia’s mangrove
cover.
* Total cover: 4,975 sq km (0.15% of India's
geographical area).
* Top states:
o West Bengal (42.45%) - Includes
Sundarbans.
o Gujarat (23.66%) - Highest increase (+37
sq km).
o Andaman & Nicobar Islands (12.39%).
* South 24 Parganas (West Bengal) alone has
41.85% of India’s mangrove cover.

Schemes for Mangrove Conservation

* Conservation and Management of Mangroves
and Coral Reefs

o A Central Sector Scheme under the National
Coastal Mission Programme (MoEFCC).

Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats &
Tangible Incomes (MISHTI)
Launched: Union Budget 2023-24.

o Aim: Promote mangroves as a high-
productivity and carbon-sequestration
ecosystem.

Coverage: 540 km® across 9 states and 3 UTs
over 5 years (from 2023-24).
Mangrove Alliance for Climate (MAC)

o Launched: At COP27 by UAE & Indonesia.

o Objective: Establish international research
on mangrove ecosystem services like carbon
sequestration & ecotourism.

o Partners: UAE, Indonesia, India, Australia,
Japan, Spain, Sri Lanka

Sustainable Aquaculture in Mangrove
Ecosystems (SAIME) - FAO Award

* Community-based aquaculture-mangrove
model in Indian Sundarbans
Mangrove leaf litter = natural feed, reducing
input costs and doubling farmers’ net
profits
Enhances blue carbon sequestration,
coastal protection, and chemical-free,
climate-resilient aquaculture
Led by NEWS, Naturland, Bangladesh
Envir & Develop i

Global Nature Fund.
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Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Modern India Advance Pz

l

Which of the following factors contributed to

® History Modern India Advance Part 2

l UPSC GENERAL STUDIES

the formation of the Forward Bloc by Subhas
Chandra Bose in 1939 ? @ 42 ereo ek 20

Bose failed to win the confidence of > You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00
Mahntmn Gandhi. YOURTIME ONAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
Os 38s 147

The Congress Left was disunited and
failed to support Bose.

. . i jecti ?
The COmmumsts did not support Bose How many among the following were the objectives of Forward Bloc started by Subhas Bose

in his endeavours_ 1. To work within the Congress

2. Uniting the left groups
The supporters of M.N. Roy and

socialist leaders like Jayaprakash
Narayan preferred Congress unity to
supporting Bose.

3. Creating mutiny in Indian army
Select the correct answer using codes given below:

Only one

Select the answer using the code given below :
(a) ‘1,2and3 N ® l T ——_—

(b) 1,2and4
(c) 1.3and 4 o 3rd May 1939 Bose announced the formation of his Forward Bloc, initially with the 1idea of working within the

, 0 an Allthree Congress and also of umiting the various left groups. For consolidatng the left groups, Forward Bloc started a Left
(d) 2and 4 only Consolidation Committee in June 1939

https://t.me/asksantoshsir
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Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Prelims Power Play (Daily Current Affairs Quiz) and Daily Prelims Note

1. Refrain from bringing back Netaji’s ‘ashes’: Forward Bloc
® Prelims Power Play - 12th November 2025 Context:

e The All-India Forward Bloc has urged the Government of India not to bring back the so-
SECTION 1 called mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept at Renkoji Temple. The demand
was raised during a gathering in Delhi marking Netaji’s 129th birth anniversary.
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose:
Q.2 0f10 Marks : 2.0

e Popularly known as Netaji, Bose was a revolutionary nationalist who believed armed

. . . struggle was necessary to end British rule. His ideology combined militant nationalism with
X You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00 socialist planning.

YOURTIME ON AVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 23 January 1897 in Cuttack, Odisha. His birth
Os 17s 157 anniversary on 23 January is observed as Parakram Diwas in India.

He qualified the Indian Civil Services (ICS) in 1920 but resigned in 1921, choosing to join the
freedom struggle.

Which party was founded by Subhas Chandra Bose after he left the Indian National Congress? Bose joined the Indian National Congress (INC) and emerged as a radical nationalist leader
advocating Purna Swaraj (complete independence).

A Rewvolutionary Party He was elected INC President in 1938 (Haripura Session) and 1939 (Tripuri Session).

He resigned from the presidency due to ideological differences with Mahatma Gandhi,
® | Answer Explanation particularly over the strategy of non-violence vs armed resistance.

B Azad Hind Fauj He later formed the Forward Bloc (1939) to consolidate left-wing nationalist forces. The

Subhas Chandra Bose resigned from the presidency of the Indian National Congress in 1939, following ideological Forward Blocalied st fmmediate indeperidence thiough militant action,

differences with Mahatma Gandhi and the more conservative section of the Congress leadership, founded the Forward In January 1941, Bose escaped from British surveillance in India and travelled through
Bloc in May 1939 with the aim of consolidating the left-wing forces within the Congress. Afghanistan and the Soviet Union to Nazi Germany. In Germany, he sought Axis support for
India’s independence and established the Free India Centre.

€ Republican Party

Ideology & Objectives:
¢ Promote socialism, anti-impenalism, and complete independence for India. He raised the Free Indian Legion (Mukti Sena) from Indian prisoners of war and popularised
Forward Bloc « Mobilise youth, workers, and peasants to intensify the freedom struggle. the slogan “Jai Hind.”
o Strengthen the idea of “Samyavadi Swaraj” (Socialist India)
¢ Durning World War II, Bose later went abroad, formed the Azad Hind Fauj (Indian National Army) and the
Provisional Government of Free India — but the Forward Bloc remained a political party in India

During World War Il, he sought foreign support and led the Indian National Army (INA),
allied with Japan, to militarily challenge British rule. Bose proclaimed the Provisional
Government of Free India (Azad Hind) in 1943 and although the INA was defeated, its
Why in news? impact significantly weakened British authority. The Indian National Army (INA) was initially
= formed by Mohan Singh in 1942 with Japanese support.

A new ?ook titled 77f¢ Forgonerf !ndzmr-Pnsoner: of n?;rla' War II by Gautam Hazarika claims that Subhas Chandra Netaji is remembered for his militant nationalism, leadership, and inspirational slogan “Give
Bose did not establish the Indian National Army (INA). me blood, and I will give you freedom.”

e Subhash Chandra Bose authored “The Indian Struggle (1920-1934)".
Death and Controversy:

e Bose is officially believed to have died in a plane crash in Taiwan (then Formosa) on 18
August 1945.

Multiple inquiries (Shah Nawaz Committee, Khosla Commission, Mukherjee Commission)
have investigated his death.




UPSC QUESTION

l

With reference to Madhav National Park,
which of the following statements is/are

correct ?

It was declared a Tiger Reserve in India

in 2025.

Sakhya Sagar, which is designated as a
Ramsar Site, is situated within this

National Park.

Its area is shared between Madhya

Pradesh and Rajasthan.
Select the answer using the code given below :
A(a)  lonly
(b) 1land2

(¢) 2and3

(d) 3only

https://t.me/asksantoshsir

How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

Direct Match from our Optima cards

Madhav National Park

LOCATION & BACKGROUND

* Located in Shivpuri district, Madhya Pradesh, in the ]

Gwalior division.

Lies in the Chambal region and forms part of the
upper Vindhyan hills.

Established: 1956 as Shivpuri National Park; renamed
Madhav National Park in 1958.

Named after: Madhav Rao Scindia, Maharaja of
Gwalior.

Historically a hunting ground for Mughal emperors
and Scindia rulers.

CONSERVATION STATUS

ECOSYSTEM & HABITAT

Landscape includes:

o Dry deciduous forests

o Dry thorn forests

Lakes & wetlands (notably Sakhya Sagar & Madhav
Lake)

Represents a transition zone between forested hills
and open grasslands.

https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn

Declared India’s 58th Tiger Reserve and 9th Tiger
Reserve of Madhya Pradesh.

Currently houses ~5 tigers (as per latest reporting).
Part of one of India’s 32 major tiger corridors,
operationalized under the Tiger Conservation Plan
(Wildlife Protection Act, 1972).

FLORA & FAUNA

* Major Fauna
o Big Cats: Tiger, Leopard
o Ungulates: Nilgai, Chinkara, Chousingha, Sambar,
Spotted Deer
Others: Wild Boar, Jackal, Hyena, Crocodiles (in
lake areas)
* Flora
o Dominated by Kardhai, Salai, Khair, Dhak, Tendu,
Bamboo patches.
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UPSC QUESTION

89.  Which one of the following best describes the
key objective of India’s ‘Open Network for
Digital Commerce’ (ONDC) initiative ?

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

To allow government control over al]
digital commerce transactions

To replace private e-commerce players
To break the dominance of large
e-commerce platforms by enabling
interoperability across networks

To mandate UPI-based payments for all
online transactions

https://t.me/asksantoshsir

How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Optima:Sectional Test

® Economy Optima Test
UPSC GENERAL STUDIES

Q.20f100 Marks: 2.0

X You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00

YOURTIME ON AVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
Os Tm 9s 161

Consider the following statements about ‘Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC)":

1. ONDC is a freely accessible government-backed platform that aims to democratise e-commerce.
2. Implementation of ONDC is expected to be on the lines of Unified Payments Interface (UPI)

3. ONDC is being regulated by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)

4. ONDC is to be based on closed network protocols integrated with specific platforms.

Which of the above statements are correct? Select the correct answer using the code given below:

Tand 2 only
B 3and4only
€ land3only

D 2and 4 only

® | Answer Explanation

ONDC is a freely ible gover: t-backed platform that aims to democratise e-commerce by moving
it from a platform-centric model to an open network for buying and selling of goods and services. So,
statement 1 is correct.

Implementation of ONDC, which is expected to be on the lines of Unified Payments Interface (UPI) could
bring various operational aspects put in place by e-commerce platforms to the same level. So, statement 2 is
correct.

Recently. the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade went live with a test run of ONDC
in cities like Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru, Coimbatore, Bhopal, and Shilleng where it plans to onboard 150
sellers. So, Statement 3 is incorrect.

On September 30, the services launched across 16 pin codes in Bengaluru.

ONDC is to be based on open-sourced methodology, using open specifications and open network protocols
independent of any specific platform. So, statement 4 is incorrect.

https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn
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[ PTIMIZE IAS
emzzns  ONDC

Open Network
for Digital Commerce

89. Which one of the following best describes the
key objective of India’s ‘Open Network for
Digital Commerce’ (ONDC) initiative ?

(a) To allow government control over all

digital commerce transactions Objective:
(b)  To replace private e-commerce players « Private non-profit (Section-8) company
(¢) To break the dominance of large ¢ Establish the public digital infrastructure needed to expand access to

e-commerce platforms by enablin India’s e-commerce ecosystem

interoperability across networks s ¢ Incubated by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
(d) To mandate UPI-based payments for all Trade (DPIIT) at the Quality Council of India.

online transactions 1 Concept

E * Based on open-sourced methodology, using open specifications and

open network protocols independent of any specific platform
e The platform will allow buyers and sellers to connect and transact
with each other online, no matter what other application they use

What are the potential benefits of ONDC?

For sellers: For Buyers: What is ONDC not?
e Access to more e Access to more e A government
buyers sellers and regulatory body
* Better therefore more e A super aggregator
discoverability of choices application or a
products and cost * Better service and platform
e Autonomy in terms faster deliveries due ¢ A central
because of multiple to access to hyper- intermediary
R choices for being local retailers * A medium to help
httDS S //t m e/aS ksantOS h SIr digitally visible e Better customer digitize business
https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn SN sterdoing [ sxperiencs
« More options for s gw
value chain services P i s Lot
FOR SANTOSH SI R0S 202 ke Joatetics png -
fulfillment \'“:. \ o
¢ What does ‘open source’ mean? _‘h\G ] G .

/
¢ To make a process or a software ‘open source’ implies that the technology or
code deployed for the process is freely made available for everyone to use,

redistribute, and modify.
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UPSC QUESTION

l

75. Which of the following countries are members

of the European Union ?

Belarus

How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

Direct Match from ourDaily:Prelims: Quiz

® Prelims Power Play - 13th December 2025

SECTION1

Q.10 of 10 Marks: 2.0

¥ You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00

POland YOURTIME ONAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
0s 30s 28

Germany
Switzerland
Select the answer using the code given below :
(a) 1,2and4
(b)  1and4only
(¢ 2and3
(d) 2 and4only

https://t.me/asksantoshsir

Consider the following countries:

1. Hungary
2. Slovakia

3. Ukraine

4. Norway

5. Switzerland

How many of the above countries are members of the European Union (EU)?
Only two
B Only three
€ Only four

D All five

https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn

® | Answer Explanation

Only Hungary and Slovakia are members of the European Union, while Ukraine is a candidate country and Norway
and Switzerland are not EU members.

‘Why this Question?

Hungary and Slovakia have opposed the EU’s move to use frozen Russian

assets to support Ukraine.
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Match List I with I

Direct Match from our Optima Cards

INTERPOL

" St TL and seleet 1he What Is Interpol?

answer uging the code given below the 1 ists

* Interpol is an international organization headquartered in Lyon, France.

Listd List1r « It acts as the world's largest international police organization, with regional
(INTERPOL (Description) ::‘r;:us across the globe and National Central Bureaus in all 195 member
Notice) 4

Originally formed in 1923 as the International Criminal Police Commission,
* CBIis designated as the National Central Bureau for Interpol in India and
coordinates all international police cooperation requirements .

India joined Interpol in 1949 and has been an active member of the
organisation.

A, Silver Notice 1. Tg seek information on

unidentified bodies

B. Blue Notice 2. Ty collget additional

information about 4 What Are Interpol Notices?

person's : ; Interpol Notices are alerts that allow police in member countries to share critical
identity, i 3 3
crime-related information.

location, or activities ; ; ; ifi
« There are eight types of notices, each serving a specific purpose:

in  relation to g
criminal investigation

Issued to locate and arrest wanted persons for prosecution or
Red Notice P P

n . sentencing.
C. Black Notice 3. To . .
. provide warning
|
about a  person’s YeollowNotice ﬁgz;; f;r;‘c:;gsg\/l:sslng persons or identifying those unable to
criminal activities, Y X
where the person is Blue Notice Collects additional information about a person'’s identity, location,
considered to be a or activities related to a crime.
possible  threat  to Black Notice Seeks information on unidentified bodies.
public zafety
D. o . Warns about a person's criminal activities if they pose a threat to
- Green Notice 4. To identify and trace Gresn Notice public safety.
criminal assets
immi ic saf n
Orange Notice Algrts about imminent threats to public safety (events, persons,
Code : objects, or processes).
A B c D Purple Notice Gathers information on criminals’ modus operandi, objects,

devices, and concealment methods.

INTERPOL-United
b 3 2 1 4 Nations Security Council
Special Notice

Issued for groups and individuals targeted by UN Security Council
Sanctions Committees.

Language and Issuance:

* Notices can be issued in any of the four official languages of Interpol: English,
French, Spanish, and Arabic.

¢ The Special Notice is issued at the request of the United Nations Security Council
(UNsC).
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UPSC QUESTION

Which of the following connectivity projects
is/are a part of cooperation between India and
the ASEAN member countries ?

1 Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport
Project

2. IMT Trilateral Highway

3. Agartala-Akhaura Rail Line

Select the answer using the code given below :
(a) land2

(b) 2and3

(¢) land3

(d)  2only

How | Predicted UPSC CSE 2026

Direct Match from our LAQSHYA 2026 Optima:Sectional Test

® Prelims Power Play - 4th August 2025

Q.60f10 Marks: 2.0

You have skipped this question, you scored 0.00
X PP q ¥

YOURTIME ONAVG.TIME OVERALL CORRECT
Os 3m17s 98

With reference to India’s Act East Policy, consider the following international connectivity projects:

1. Zangezur Corridor

2. Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project

3. Asian Highway 1

4. India—Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway

5. International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC)

How many of these projects are directly linked to enhancing connectivity between India and
Southeast Asia under the Act East Policy?

A Only two
Only three
€ Only four

D Allfive

® | Answer Explanation

Why this Question?

Indian Railways has commissioned a new 51.38 km line to Sairang, 18 km from Mizoram’s capital, Aizaw!
Part of the Act East Policy, the project aims to boost connectivity between Northeast India and Southeast
Asia

Zangezur Corridor — Connects Azerbaijan to Nakhchivan via Armenia; unrelated to India or Southeast Asia
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project — Enhances India's connectivity to Southeast Asia via
Myanmar through sea. river, and road links.

Asian Highway 1 (AH1) — Facilitates overland connectivity from India to Southeast Asia through Myanmar and
beyond

India—Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway — Direct road link from India to Thailand via Myanmar, central
to Act East Policy:

International North-South Transport Corrider (INSTC) — Connects India to Central Asia and Europe via
Iran and Russia, not linked to Southeast Asia.

https://t.me/asksantoshsir
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TEARN FROM THE BEST

Which of the following connectivity projects

is/are a part of cooperation between India and Project Name Initiated By Objectives Significance

the ASEAN member countries ?

Alternative route to Northeast;
i Kaladan Connect Kolkata to boosts trade with Myanmar &

1 Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit I ransport Multimodal Transit Mizoram via Myanmar ASEAN

Transport Project (sea, river, road) Sittwe Port - Kaladan River >
Paletwa - Mizoram road link

Project
2. IMT Trilateral Highway

Strategic access to Bay of
Bengal; maritime trade route to
Northeast

Sittwe Port Project Develop Sittwe Port on
3. Agartala-Akhaura Rail Line (Myanmar) Myanmar's coast

Select the answer using the code given below :
India-Myanmar- Road connectivity from Gateway for Indian

v > Thailand Trilateral Manipur to Thailand via goods/people to Southeast

(a) 1 and 2 Highway Myanmar Asia

(b) 2and 3 Agartala -Akhaura India & Rail link between Reduces travel time to Kolkata;

Rail Link Bangladesh Tripura and Bangladesh enhances regional trade

(¢) land 3

Bridge over Feni River
connecting Tripura to
Chittagong port

Maitri Setu (Feni
Bridge)

Opens direct access to
seaports for NE India

(d)  2only

SARDP-NE (Special Improve road Links remote areas to growth
Accelerated Road Govt. of India infrastructure in NE centers; strategic movement
Development) region near borders

Digital Optical fiber
Connectivity to connectivity to
ASEAN via NE Southeast Asia

Digital integration with ASEAN;
improves services and economy

Strengthens people-to-people
ties; supports local economies
+ Meghalaya at Kalaichar

https://t.me/asksantoshsir . o el W
< 5 . Border Haats India Promote I?cal trade at (India)-Dolora (Bangladesh)
https://www.optimizeiascourses.com/learn Bangladesh | border points . :h.::;": ::;TE:., -

and Kamalasagar (India)-
Kasba (Bangladesh).
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